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The first reform inaugurated by Salar Jung was by
far the most important of all those introduced by him,
namely, the abolition of the farming-out of revenue.
Salar Jung, with his far-seeing policy, realized at once
that the erratic revenue administration was indirectly
responsible for the whole chaotic state of the Govern-
ment. The talukdars were gradually dismissed and
others appointed in their stead on smaller salaries,
each man equipped with a staff of subordinates chosen
by and directly responsible to Government. Owing to
this new reform the rapacious policy of the talukdars
collapsed. The people, no longer unduly taxed, were
able again to make a living by cultivating the land, and
deserted villages became inhabited once more. However,
the dismissal of the old talukdars was by no means an
easy matter. Some still had specified leases to run,
while others, who were military chiefs, often set up a
claim of Fazilat, or money advanced to Government,
during pecuniary embarrassment. Government again set
up counter claims for money levied by the contractors
which had neither been remitted to the Treasury nor
accounted for. These disputes caused lengthy and tire-
some litigation. Hence, it is easy to understand that
both tact and time were required to upset the old abuses
and establish a system worked on lines that were sound
and practical.

Up to the year 1853 the Government sufiered from what
might be described as a chronic state of financial em-
barrassment, consequently the man who was ready to
lay down the largest sum as an advance to the state
was in most cases the recipient of a taluka. As it often
happened that, before the talukdar had held his post
for more than a couple of years, he was ousted from it by
a higher bidder, it naturally followed that his first object